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Our Mission 

United Women in Faith seeks to connect
and nurture women through Christian

spiritual formation, leadership
development, creative fellowship, and

education so that they can inspire,
influence, and impact local and global

communities.

What Does the Lord  Require … Act  Justly…Love
Mercy….Walk Humbly…With God.-Micah 6:8
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doing it for the Lord, not for people. Colossians 3:23.” 

Greetings from my HEART to your HEART: 

Our work as United Women in Faith should always be associated with JOY.
Ordinary work, which is what most of us do most of the time, is ordained
by God every bit as much as is the extraordinary. All work done for God is
spiritual work and therefore not merely a duty but a holy privilege. 

“Faith, Action and Sisterhood are our calling cards as we reach out to 
invite women to join us on this wonderful journey and find new ways to 
support one another, women, children and youth around the world. As we 
“Carry our Faith Forward”, we are facing changes in our United Women in 
Faith Conference “Reorganization due to Conference Realignment”. At 
the present we are making every effort to transits from seven Districts to 
five Districts. I have appointed a Conference Transition Team to lead us 
through a process to make this transition as stress free as possible. This 
Transition Team will keep each of us informed as changes are made, 
please keep our Transition Team in PRAYER. Our UWF Conference 
Leadership Team Members will provide guidance and support for the 
Transition Team. 
We as United Women in Faith seeks to connect and nurture women 
through Christian Spiritual formation, leadership development, creative 
fellowship, and education so that they can inspire, influence and impact 
local and global communities. I also invite each of you to mark your 
calendar as our UWF Conference Events be emailed or sent out as a 
REMINDER! 
Kathleen Smith-Mississippi United Women in Faith Conference President 

 
“In all the work you are doing, work the best you can. Work as if you were 
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Mississippi Conference United Women in Faith 2025 Calendar of Events 

January 10-11 Leadership Team Meeting
 Methodist Foundation, Ridgeland, MS 

February 1 Mission u Committee Meeting

February 28 – March 1 Social Action/Charter Racial for Justice Event Middlebrook UMC,
Jackson, MS Friday

March 1 Charter for Racial Justice 
Theme: Clean Water for all of Mississippi 

June 4 – 7 MS Annual Conference (UWF Luncheon) Millsaps College, Jackson, MS 
UWF Luncheon will be held on Wednesday, June 4 St. Luke’s UMC, Jackson, MS

Fellowship is set to begin at 10 a.m. and Luncheon will begin at 11 a.m. 

July 18 – 19 Mission u First Methodist Church, Starkville, MS Theme: Practicing Hope
Together 

August 1 – 2 Leadership Team Meeting Methodist Foundation Ridgeland, MS

October 3 – 4 MS UWF Conference Annual Meeting District 6 

November 1 District Officer’s Training District 1

Save the Date-------Assembly 2026
May 15 -–17, 2026 in Indianapolis, Indiana
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President
Kathleen Smith

1306 Wilson
Tupelo, MS 38804

662-844-6021 h             662-213-4427 c
Ksmith73zeta@icloud.com

Communication Coordinator
Lori D. Polk

507 108th Street
Amory, MS 38821

662-315-7142
polklori@yahoo.com

Vice President
Virginia Chase

420 Edgewood Drive
Brookhaven, MS 39601

601-757-2634
Tennisgirl2634@aol.com Chair of Nominations

Cecelia Davis
202 Milford Apt. #126

Tupelo, MS 38801
662-422-0936 c

ceceliaDavis@comcast.net

Secretary
Angela K. Griffin

4801 Autumn Woods Drive, #204
Jackson, MS 39206

601-201-7648
kayegriffin@comcast.net

   Membership, Nurture and Outreach
Ruby Lovett

101 W. Piazza Street
Crystal Springs, MS 39059

601-287-2202
rubylovett@aol.com

Treasurer
Berenda Pendleton

616 Carson
Byram, MS 39272

601-259-2013
bpend@ospd.ms.gov 

 berendapendleton@yahoo

Spiritual Growth
Laura Gillom

2003 Brandywine Drive
Oxford, MS 38655

(662) 638-3864 (H)
(662) 202-4594 (C)
gllomla@gmail.com

Social Action
Brenda Spencer

646 Jefferson Road
Columbia, MS 39429

601-441-6746
prospencer@hotmail.com

Secretary of Program Resources
OPEN

Education and Interpretation
OPEN
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Standing Rules
Diane Reynolds

3248 Mountainview Place
Meridian, MS 39301

(601) 616-0240
Dianereynolds487@gmail.com

MS Conference Member Program Advisory
Group /UWF National

Toya Allen
408A Brendalwood
Brandon, MS 39047

601-937-0145
toyaallen11@gmail.com

Scarritt Bennett Center
Board of Directors/ MS UWF Parliamentary Advsior

Patricia Battle
P.O. Box 3572

Meridian, MS 39303
601-482-22060- h / 601-527-3734 c

patbattle67@gmail.com

SEJ Charter of Racial Justice Committee
Representative
Dorothy Portis

786 Jasmine Court
Jackson, MS 39206

601-362-8666 h /601-951-1503 c
dhportis@bellsouth.net

Rust College Scholarship Representative
Dorothy Booker

POB 3562
Bay St Louis, MS 39521

(228) 344-8311
dotbooker1@gmail.com

Arlean Hall Board of Directors Chair
Kay Barkdale
1209 Lyncrest

Jackson, MS 39202
601-955-6623 c        601-352-5584 h

kbbarks10@gmail.com

Frances Perry Scholarship
Mary Simpson

322 Northview Dr.
Meridian, MS 39304

601-880-3127
servantgrl73@yahoo.com

6



DISTRICT PRESIDENTS

District 1

District 2

District 3

District 4

District 5

District 6
Yvonne Howell (VP)

350 Scott Drive
McComb, MS 39648

601-248-0907
gtyhowell479054@gmail.com

Cynthia D. Willis
206 Joseph Street 
Meridian, MS 39440

601-681-4155 h      601-416-1890 c
cdiannw@gmail.com

Erie Stuckett
7724 Elpine Gray
Bartlett, TN 38002

662.822-8060
ebsmill@bellsouuth.net

Carolyn McGaughy
150 Lakeside Circle
Tupelo, MS 38801

662-260-1648
carolynmcgaughy1@gmail.com

Eve Priester
2960 Old West Point Rd.

Columbus, MS 39701
662-570-5955 c       662-327-7302  h

eve.priester@yahoo.com

            Peggy Peterson
           604 Abotts Lane

        Ridgeland, MS 
       601-260-7188

  peggybpeterson@gmail.com

District 7
Gabrielle Barnes

15395 Vick Road
Gulfport, MS 39503

228-313-8534
gdgbarnes@gmail.com
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Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ,
It is an honor to serve as UWF Conference Secretary for the
Mississippi Annual Conference. I am excited about the opportunity to
interface with you and to learn from you. As Conference Secretary,
one of the tasks that I am charged with it resourcing district
secretaries. Thank you, District Secretary, for accepting this role. You
have the important responsibility of maintaining the records/history
for your district. ACCURACY is the key. I will be sending you some
very helpful resources for maintaining those records (i.e., template
for minutes, tips on taking minutes, motion forms) as well as a district
training for secretaries will be held. We are called servants of Christ,
using our talents and skills to impact the world positively. May the
wisdom of the Holy Spirit guide us as we continue this work together.
Please feel free to reach out to me at kayegriffin@comcast.net.
 
 Because of Grace,
 
Angela Kaye Griffin 
Conference Secretary
(601) 201-7648
kayegriffin@comcast.net
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Conference Treasurer

As conference treasurer for 2025 it is my goal to be more intentional with
maintaining a good relationship with the 7 district treasurers. I would like for us to
meet via zoom at quarterly and I would like to introduce them to the United
Women in Faith digital platform if they haven't already seen it. United Women in
Faith has a lot to offer with more than one way of getting the information we
need that will be vital to keeping not just the district treasurers informed but all of
our officers. I look forward to serving as your treasurer for this year.

Berenda Pendleton
(601)259-2013
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As your communications leader,  I will work actively to fulfill the Purpose and find
creative ways to assist communication within United Women in Faith. Work with elected
leadership to promote the organization and Purpose as well as publicize United Women
in Faith activities at all levels. 

Serve as the contact person for district communications coordinators, provide and
promote United Women in Faith resources and how to use them, conduct training at least
annually as determined by the leadership team, and provide training to develop
techniques in publicity. 

Meet quarterly on Zoom with the district communication coordinators or representatives.

Establish and maintain contact with church and secular press;

Serve as editor of the conference United Women in Faith's newsletter, newspaper
or column.

Serve on the following committees: Leadership team, program, and others as
assigned.

Ensure that conference and district United Women in Faith actions are promoted via the
internet, and social media, enlisting help as needed. 

Please contact me at 
662-315-7142
polklori@yahoo.com.

Looking forward to a great year with United Women in Faith!
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Peace and Grace,

Margaret and Dorothy

More information to come!!!

When: July 18-19, 2025

Where: Starkville First United Method Church

Starkville, Ms

Who: You +1

Happy New Year!!!!

Dean Margaret Gipson and Assistant Dean Dorothy Carter, are excited to enter into 2025 Mission u as we 

focus on the 2025 theme “Practicing Hope Together!” The theme and curricular will guide us to understand 
hope in the midst of so many hard realities. What if we understood hope as something we practiced 

everyday? Mission u 2025 will begin with the resurrection appearance of Jesus and the examples of early 

Christian communities to explore what it means to practice hope in God even when things seem to be 

falling apart.
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Conveners: Mrs. Kathleen Smith, President

Ms. Angela Griffin, Secretary
The Conference Transition Team

The District Steering Committees 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 
INVITES YOU TO JOIN US TO PLAN 

OUR TRANSITION TO FIVE NEW
DISTRICTS OF THE MISSISSIPPI

ANNUAL CONFERENCE UMC 

 
HOST: 

ZOOM MEETING OF UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

Willing to answer the needs of Women, Youth and
Children in United Women in Faith

of the MS Conference of the United Methodist
Church 

Our Mission
To connect and nurture women through

Christian spiritual formation, leadership development,
Creative fellowship, and education so that they

can inspire, influence, and impact local and
global communities. 

When 

MARCH 22, 2025
9:00 A.M.-12:00P.M. 

THEME: BUILDING POWERFUL
TEAM OF WOMEN IN

LEADERSHIP 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83469059789?pwd=3limDv
EqKqIUL3HCxsXseMnvnpiMUu.1

Meeting ID: 834 6905 9789
Passcode: 225019 
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For Generations to Come
uwfaith.org/dayofgiving
Save the Date: March 23, 2025 THE LEGACY ENDOWMENT FUND 

By uniting our hearts and hands, we are building a future filled with hope and 
support for women, children, and youth. Every gift you make, regardless of size, 
will make an impact for generations to come. 
Give to The Legacy Endowment Fund on the Day of Giving, March 23!
Ways to Give 

•
•
• 
•

 Online at: uwfaith.org/dayofgiving
 By phone: 800-278-7771 (8 a.m.-5 p.m. ET, Mon.–Fri.) 

Text: “FUTURE” to 20503
 By check to: 

United Women in Faith
 
 
 
 

Attention: Legacy
Church Center for the United Nations
777 United Nations Plaza, 11th Floor
New York, NY 10017

Write “Day of Giving” in the memo section. 

Ph
ot

o: 
Ni

le 
Sp

ra
gu

e

For Generations to Come 

Save the Date:
oSunday, March 23, 2025 

Join us on March 23 at 1 pm E.T. for a special live-streamedevent. 

The Legacy Endowment Fund is a permanent endowment to
support the work of future generations of United Women in Faith.

 Together, we are building our legacy for generations to come!
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 The Reading Program is a cherished tradition that brings together  members to explore,
share and discuss books. There’s something for everyone—the Reading Program is
available for: 
Adults, youth, and children.    Enlightening subjects in diverse genres, including: 

Education for Mission

Leadership Development
 
Nurturing for Community

 Social Action

 Spiritual Growth

Reading Program
Reading Program Is for Everyone
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MS Conference United Women in Faith
Film Screening and Action Evening: “Pushout”

Join us to for a screening of Pushout: The Criminalization
of Black Girls in School. Coming soon TBA

19

Join us for a special screening of the film Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools in honor of the
recent reintroduction of The Ending PUSHOUT Act of 2023. After the screening, there will be an opportunity to

join United Women in Faith members and friends in virtual advocacy action in support of this bill. 
More information forthcoming, soon.
 
UWF National Office 
Program Advisory Group Member, Toya Allen
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Clean water 4 All Mississippians

February 28-March 1, 2025

Forum was facilitated by LaToya Redd Thompson 

Panelists:
William Moody  MSDH (DEQ)

Charles Wells  Southern Echo Advocacy Group

Representative Omeria Scott
District 80 
Jones, Clarke and Jasper counties

Some believe access to water, sanitation and hygiene is a human rights issue and it’s time to get back on track to
adopt an integrated and holistic approach for water management.
 
Health and human rights professionals say clean water is essential not only to health, but also to poverty
reduction, food insecurity, peace, human rights and education in any society.
 
Issues In Discussion:
1) Where does drinking water come from?
2) How can we protect our drinking water?
3) How do we ensure water is safe to drink?
4) How is drinking water cost calculated? What do water bills pay for?

Safe Water Forum
Questions continued

5) How will climate change affect our water? What can we do about it?
6) How can the community support and advocate engagement on safe drinking water issues?
 
The fact is that challenges to drinking water vary in communities: Aging infrastructure, mismanagement, climate
change, dysfunctional regulatory framework, attacks on federal safeguards, and a shortage of funding to address
these problems.        
 
United Women of Faith (UWF) is addressing some of these problems to give resources to individuals or groups to
work together for solutions.
An offering, an invitation to become engaged.
 
UWF asks: Are you ready to advocate for your drinking water in Jackson and in Mississippi?
UWF proposes that civic organizations should work to keep the government accountable.
UWF wants to generate understanding about the importance of investing in research and development.
UWF promotes the inclusion of women, youth and the indigenous communities in water resource planning.

Dot Portis,  SEJ  Racial of Charter Justice, Representative
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February 2025 Social Action/Racial Justice
Event  photos
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Arlean Hall Grants designed to help women, children and families

These grants are available and designated to help women, children and families in need. Twelve
grants were awarded to churches and mission agencies in Mississippi in 2024. 

Is your UWF circle aware of a need in your community but doesn’t have sufficient funds to help?
Does this need involve women, children and families in your neighborhood? Does your elementary
school need support for teachers who are struggling to see that students have sufficient school
supplies, books, uniforms, snacks? Are there families in your community who can’t keep nourishing 
food on their tables?

If any of these problems exist in your community, there is a way that you and your UWF can serve:
The Arlean Hall Mission Grants are available to all churches that apply, showing the help needed and
a specific plan to serve that need. 

Applications for the grants are available on the UWF home page on our web page:
http://www.mississippi-uwf.com Churches or mission agencies must explain their plans and show that
they have matching funds to meet the financial needs of the grant. Expense reports will be required. 
Deadline for applications is April 30, 2025, allowing time for UWF groups to finalize plans and raise 
matching funds as needed. 

Your UWF group is invited to take advantage of this mission assistance.

Kay Barksdale, Chairperson
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District Talent Bank Information on Prospective Leadership 
(To be completed by prospective leaders)

Send completed forms to Angela Griffin, Conference Secretary (kayegriffin@comcast.net 

Type or Print (attach additional sheets as necessary) 

Local 

District 

Conference 

Jurisdiction 

Date ___________________________ 

Name ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: Home _______________________________ Cell _______________________________ 

Email _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Local Church __________________________________________________________ District _____ 

Language Spoken _________________________________ Racial/Ethnic Group ______________ 

Professional skills, job experience ____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Office(s) held in United Women in Faith (United Methodist Women) 

Office(s) Dates of Service 
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Areas of Special Interest or Concern: 
Secretarial 

Communication 

Computer 

Accounting/bookkeeping 

Organization of details 

Nominations 

Program planning 

Administration 

Recruiting Members

Social issues

Creativity

Recording minutes

Public policy

Public relations

Community building

Inclusiveness/pluralism 

Special Talents or Skills: (computer programs, speaking, organization, people, etc.) 

Which office(s) on the District United Women in Faith’s Team would you most likely hold if
given the opportunity to serve? 

President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

Chair of Nominations 

Communications Coordinator 

Creativity 

Would you be able to use your gifts and talents to uphold and strengthen United Women in
Faith through the PURPOSE of the organization? 

Is it possible for you to be away from your home or employment for: Click in box if yes.

Yes _ No 

Full day ___ Weekend ___ Extended Time 

Publicity

workshops

Newsletters

Retreats

Music

Youth

children

Other (specify) 

Additional Experience on the local, district, conference, or general church level (other than
United Women in Faith/United Methodist Women) or in the community. 

Why are you interested in this position and what qualifications do you feel you have for your
office(s) of choice? 
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Interactive
Links and
Mission
Agencies
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Mississippi Conference of the United
Women in Faith

The Beacon Newsletter
Lori Polk, Communication Coordinator

507 108th Street, Amory, MS 38821
662-315-7142

polklori@yahoo.com
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