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Our Mission 

United Women in Faith seeks to connect
and nurture women through Christian

spiritual formation, leadership
development, creative fellowship, and

education so that they can inspire,
influence, and impact local and global

communities.

What Does the Lord Require … Act Justly…Love
Mercy….Walk Humbly…With God.-Micah 6:8
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January 9 – 10, 2026 Mississippi Conference Leadership Team Meeting
Methodist Foundation 581 Highland Colony Pkwy Ridgeland, MS 39157 

January 25, 2026 
Book Study “Before the Street Lights Come On” 
by Heather McTeer Toney ZOOM
 
February 7, 2026 
Mission u Committee Meeting ZOOM

March 6-7, 2026 | Conference Spiritual Growth Retreat  
Lake Tiak-O’Khata, Louisville, MS

May 15-17, 2026 |  United Women in Faith Assembly 2026 
Indianapolis, IN 

June 3, 2026 |  UWF Luncheon 
St. Luke UMC Jackson, MS 

June 3-5, 2026 | 2026 Session of The Mississippi Annual Conference 
Millsaps College Jackson, MS 

July 17 – 18, 2026 | Conference Mission u (In person)
Theme: Experiencing Emmanuel 
Central UMC, Jackson, MS 

August 7 – 8, 2026 | Mississippi Conference Leadership Team Meeting 
Methodist Foundation
581 Highland Colony Pkwy Ridgeland, MS 39157 

October 9-10, 2026 | Conference UWF Annual Meeting Central District 
First UMC, West Point, MS 

November 7, 2026|  Conference District Officer Training ZOOM

MS Conference  UWF
Calendar 2026



President
Kathleen Smith 

662-844-6021 h 
662-213-4427 c

Ksmith73zeta@icloud.com

Communication Coordinator
Lori D. Polk 

662-315-7142
 polklori@yahoo.com

Vice President
Virginia Chase
 601-757-2634

Tennisgirl2634@aol.com

Education and Interpretation
Marie McLaurin
601-624-7212

msrermac@yahoo.com

Social Action
Brenda Spencer

601-441-6746
prospencer@hotmail.com

Chair of Nominations
Cecelia Davis, Chair 

662-422-0936
ceceliadavis@comcast.net

Committee Members
Mary Hampton Wise

mlhfrazier@gmail.com
Mary Benson

mmbenson1@gmail.com
Mary Pittman

marypittman7@gmail.com

Secretary
Cynthia Bullock-Nelson

 601-421-5625
cyntandtony@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Berenda Pendleton

601-259-2012
berendapendleton@yahoo.com

Spiritual Growth
 Laura Gillom 

 (662) 638-3864 (H)
(662) 202-4594 (C)
gllomla@gmail.com

Secretary of Program Resources
Jeannette Moore

601-946-7904
jhmoore@netdoor.com

Membership, Nurture and Outreach
Ruby Lovett

(601)287-2202
ruby_lovett@aol.com



Standing Rules
 Diane Reynolds 
 (601) 616-0240

Dianereynolds487@gmail.com

MS Conference Member Program Advisory
Group (PAG)/Legacy

Toya Allen 
601-937-0145

 toyaallen11@gmail.com

Mary Simpson 
601-880-3127

servantgrl73@yahoo.com

Arlean Hall Board of Directors Chair
Kay Barksdale

SEJ Charter of Racial Justice Committee
Representative 
Dorothy Portis 

 601-362-8666 h
 601-951-1503 c 

dhportis@bellsouth.net

601-955-6623 c 
601-352-5584 h

kbbarks10@gmail.com

Scarritt Bennett Center Board of Directors/ MS
UWF Parliamentary Advisor 

Patricia Battle
 601-482-22060 h
 601-527-3734 c

 patbattle67@gmail.com

Rust College Scholarship Representative
Dorothy Booker 
 (228) 344-8311 

dotbooker1@gmail.com

Frances Perry Scholarship



MARILYN COLYER

ELIZABETH  BAILEY

DISTRICT
PRESIDENT

VACANT

 DISTRICT
PRESIDENT
DOROTHY

PORTIS

CYNTHIA D. WILLIS

h 

colyermarilyn@gmail.com

elizabethcbailey@bellsouth.net

cdiannw@gmail.com
dhportis@bellsouth.net

ksmith73zeta@icloud.com











Total Pledge to Mission from District’s
United Methodist Women’s National Office -Pledge 

Social Action

District Work

Southeastern Jurisdictional 
SEJ Meeting
SEJ A&MD Fund
Assembly

Legislative Event

Conference Leadership
Directory
Financial Reviews
Committee Mettings
Women's Luncheon
Website Design
Mission Resource

District A & MD Fund
District Officer Training

Spiritual Growth
Spiritual Growth Retreat

A & MD Fund ( 30% from $36,907.44)
MS United Women in Faith Projected income

 

Membership Nurture & Outreach
The Beacon
Women's Forum
Annual Meeting

Special Mission Recognition

Total

Christian Global Concerns  

Conference Mission u
Mission u and Leader Training Event

Total

Total

Total

Total

Total

Total

$
$
$
$
$
$

$
$

$
$
$

$

$

$
$
$
$

$
$

4,000.00
1,250.00

2,000.00

500.00

800.00
2,400.00
1,500.00
2,000.00
1,200.00

500.00

-
300.00

7,500.00

400.00
200.00

4,500.00
200.00

2,500.00
800.00

Total 

$
$

$
$
$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

500.00

8,400.00

5,250.00

7,800.00

2,000.00

5,300.00

36,907.44
25,835.21

11,072.23
21,477.77
32,550.00

3,300.00

32,550.00

MISSISSPPI UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH
2026 BUDGET 



Total:

MISSISSIPPI CONFERENCE
UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

2026 District Pledge to Mission 

$ 36,907.44 

District B -Central: 

District E – Gulf Pines: 

District C -Capital River: 

District D – Red Clay Hills: 

 

District A – Northern Hills: 

TotalPledgetoMississippiConference: 

$5,000.00 

$7,000.00 

$6,407.44 

$8,500.00 

$10,000.00 

Updated 08/01/2025 



$8.62

$8.62















Reding. Program Report
Form

https://www.canva.com/design/DAHI_SasR3Q/b_y41kC86CZjkInrld2_tA/edit


https://www.canva.com/design/DAHI_SasR3Q/b_y41kC86CZjkInrld2_tA/edit


Application is available on UWF website, Mississippi-uwf.org

https://mississippi-uwf.org/images/ArleanHallgrantform2-1.pdf
https://mississippi-uwf.org/images/ArleanHallgrantform2-1.pdf


Application is available on UWF website, Mississippi-uwf.org

Arlean  Hall Mission Grants
Arlean Hall First Mission Grants Awarded in 2014 United Methodist Women of the

Mississippi Conference approved the request from the Arlean Hall Board of
Directors to offer grants for mission projects for women, children and families from

the insurance proceeds and accrued interest received after Arlean Hall was
destroyed by Hurricane Katrina in 2005.

https://mississippi-uwf.org/images/ArleanHallgrantform2-1.pdf
https://mississippi-uwf.org/images/ArleanHallgrantform2-1.pdf








DISTRICT NEWS

Capital River

Hello Capital River Women in Faith,

Grace and peace to each of you! We know many have been waiting to hear from us, and we thank you for your 
patience as we move through this season of transition. As we come together from two districts into one, we 
are excited about the new opportunities God is placing before us.

During this time of reorganization, we may not yet have complete information for every local unit and its 
officers. We ask that you prayerfully assist us by sending your updated unit and officer information to our 
secretary (email and name are listed with the Current Officers below). Your help ensures that no one is left out 
as we move forward together.

We also want to lift up these important dates and opportunities:

Prayers for the Mississippi Conference Delegation – May 14–17, 2026. Let us surround our sisters in 
prayer as approximately 60 women travel to Assembly 2026. May their journey be safe, their hearts be 
open, and their time together be filled with inspiration, renewal, and the presence of God.
Conference Luncheon – June 2026 at St. Luke’s, JacksonThis will be a joyful time to reconnect, build new 
relationships, and celebrate our shared mission. Let us come together in unity—wearing our green as a 
symbol of growth and hope—and register early as a sign of our commitment to be present and engaged.
Candle Burning Challenge- We invite all District Officers to rise to a meaningful challenge: to match or 
exceed our officers’ contributions to Candle Burning. Each gift, measured at $8.62 per minute, represents 
light, love, and service reaching beyond ourselves. Together, our collective generosity becomes a powerful 
witness of faith in action.

As we step into this new chapter, let us do so with hearts full of hope, hands ready to serve, and a spirit of 
unity that reflects the love we share. The future of Capital River Women in Faith is bright—because of each of 
you.

With gratitude and expectation,

Capital River Leadership Team



Capital River District

Capital River Officers

Dot Portis, Interim President
dhportis@bellsouth.net
601-951-1503

Barbara Franklin, Secretary
capitalriversuwf@outlook.com
601-620-8889

Debra Sturgis-Stamps, Treasurer
stampsd3069@gmail.com
601-927-7960

Earnestine Varnado, Nominations Chair
varnadoeav@icloud.com
601-341-3445

Char;otte Bryant, Communication Chair
Cjbryan56@gmail.com
601-955-7836

Your paragraph
text



Unmasking Complicity: United Women in Faith Challenges the Status Quo

The Red Clay Hills United Women in Faith held our book talk and social action Zoom meeting
on Saturday, April 25, 2026, to discuss Joan Chittister's The Time is Now (A Call to Uncommon
Courage). The discussion question that really got the conversation started was from Chapter 2,
"Paradox": Sister Joan reminds us that "prophecy has ragged edges." Have you ever avoided
conversations to "keep the peace" or "to be nice"? In hindsight, if you have the chance to
repeat a conversation about important justice issues, how might you have used the
conversation to introduce a new way of thinking about the issue, or offer a tangible way to
change behavior to uphold a new vision? Most of us have "kept the peace" because of social
conditioning.
We're taught that being "nice" is a virtue, but in the context of justice, "nice" can often become
a mask for complicity. When we stay silent to avoid a "scene," we prioritize our own comfort
over the dignity of those being harmed by the issue at hand. We have to shift from "Winning"
to "Witnessing." We used the minimum wage scenario. Many feel that the minimum wage
should not be increased because they are financially stable and believe that a person should
work harder or take on another job to improve their finances. The old you would argue to
prove someone wrong, but the new you would introduce a new vision. Instead of saying
"You're wrong about an issue," try saying "I've been learning to look at this through the lens of
fairness. It changed my perspective to realize that some people may not be able to secure a job
that will meet all their financial needs. Society is made up of people from many different
backgrounds, educational statuses, and demographic areas. They should have the same
opportunities for their family as someone from a family with generational wealth.
To close out the meeting, we listened to the video "The Time Is Now: What Will You Do About
Racism Today?" We were challenged by our district president, Cynthis Willis, to step up and
take action. Will we continue to look away, or will we take action like the citizens of
Minneapolis? Our vision states "Turning faith, hope, and love into action on behalf of women,
children, and youth around the world." So let's step up and take action.



 Mission Agencies and Links

Please tap each agency to read more about them 

https://uwfaith.org/
https://www.mchms.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/mchms-logo-background.png
https://wesleyhousemeridian.org/
https://www.moorecommunityhouse.org/
https://www.mchms.org/


Mississippi Conference of the United
Women in Faith

The Beacon Newsletter
Lori Polk, Communication Coordinator

507 108th Street, Amory, MS 38821
662-315-7142

polklori@yahoo.com
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